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Sunshine Panel

Victimless crime?

Ute, Dine, Paiute, Hopi, and Zuni 
peoples



Tohono O’odham and Pascua Yaqui Lands



Indigenous Peoples 
of the US

5.6 million (2020 US census)

574 federally recognized 
Tribes with diversity

22 Nation Nations in Arizona

30% of Arizona = Tribal lands

All lands are the homelands 
to Indigenous peoples





“But for the removal and 
exclusion of Tribes from large 
swaths of their traditional 
territories, there would be no 
public lands.” –Monte Mills and Martin Nie

Yosemite National Park, Ahwahnechee

Oak Flat and Cochise, Nde (Apache)

Glacier National Park, Pikuni (Blackfeet)



Place-Based Peoples

Origin Stories
Oral Histories 
Place-based 
ceremonies
Land-based 
praxis

Al Momaday’s (Kiowa) illustration 

of Bear Lodge Butte.



Relationship, 
Responsibility, Reciprocity, 
and Redistribution
The four Rs of respectful recreation 



Relationship
“Relationship is the kinship 
obligation, the profound sense 
that we human beings are related, 
not only to each other, but to all 
things, animals, plants, rocks—in 
fact, to the very stuff the stars are 
made of. This relationship is a 
kinship relationship.”

–LaDonna Harris and Jacqueline Wasilewski



Responsibility

“Forget your rights 
and remember your 
responsibilities!”

–Anishinaabe Elder



Reciprocity

“I always stress respect. Everything 
is a sacred, living entity. Everything 
has a spirit. If for whatever reason 
you have to take something, then 
you are to give an offering. Take 
only what you need. Every place 
you go should be better when you 
leave.”

–Ramon Riley, White Mountain Apache



Redistribution

“Wealth among 
traditional people 
is measured by 
having enough to 
give away.” 

–Robin Wall Kimmerer, Potawotomi





Due diligence



Ideas for being a good relative/climber 
Research restrictions or closures

Investigate local Tribal protocols

Know whose lands you’re on

Think twice before using Indigenous-themed names, jokes, and 
comments

No cultural appropriation

Stewardship (leave no trace)

Appoint and recommend Indigenous employees, speakers, 
etc.

Support Indigenous activism

Hire Native guides & buy Native

Invite Indigenous people to your events, gatherings, and more. 
Pay them for any labor.



LEARN MORE

Indigenous Womxn Climb

Indigenous Women Hike

Indigenous Field Guide

Native Women’s Wilderness

Native Women Running

Seeding Sovereignty

Native Power Rangers

Save History

REDISTRIBUTION

Indian Land Tenure Foundation 

The Gear Fund Collective

Utah Diné Bikéyah

Save Oak Flat

Rising Hearts (race org)

Brown Girls Climb



Questions or comments?


